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Alumni Book Club: The Deepest Map by Laura Trethewey 
Chapters 10, 11, & Epilogue 
 
Wakelet of Shared Resources 
 
Icebreaker: November 1st, 2025, was the first ever International Day of the Deep Seabed. If you were going to 
throw a party to celebrate, what costumes, snacks, and/or decorations would you have? 
 
Discussion Questions: Choose your discussion question breakout group based on your preference.  
 
#1 RESPONSIBILITY 

Mapping the deep ocean is more than a journey of discovery—it becomes one of consequences. 
What are some of the consequences of mapping (both good and bad) that this book uncovered? 
 
What responsibilities do explorers, scientists, and corporations have once the map is drawn?  
 
How do you balance the promise of knowledge and resource-access with the need to protect a 
largely unknown ecosystem? 

 
#2 BLANK SPACES 

Nodule beds have been described as “blank spaces, ripe for the taking” and The Metals Company 
CEO Gerard Barron contends that deep sea mining is less harmful to the environment than land-
based mining. What are these nodules and why are they of interest? What do you know about 
deep ocean environments and deep sea mining that could present a challenge to the above 
claims?  
 
Any type of resource extraction is always a “sticky wicket”. How do we as consumers balance 
our needs with the needs of our planet? 
 

#3 THE RULE OF LAW 
Ian Urbina (the author of The Outlaw Ocean) stated that "the rule of law—often so solid on land, 
bolstered and clarified by centuries of careful wordsmithing, hard-fought jurisdictional lines, and 
robust enforcement regimes—is fluid at sea, if it's to be found at all."  
 
What are examples from The Deepest Map that illustrate the “wild west” nature of international 
waters and the challenges inherent in trying to govern them. 

https://wakelet.com/wake/hwZGLppmnoUIPCv8YGW1w
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-08/deep-sea-mining-minerals-gerard-barron-trump-four-corners/105733478
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-08/deep-sea-mining-minerals-gerard-barron-trump-four-corners/105733478
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Map above from: https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165482 
 
 
 
#4 OCEAN WORLDS 

Why do researchers refer to ocean ecosystems as “ocean worlds”?  
 
What organisms did you find most interesting from this book’s description of ocean ecosystems 
and deep-sea creatures? Share any and all amazing deep ocean organisms in this breakout room. 

 
FINAL TAKEAWAYS (WHOLE GROUP DISCUSSION) 

After reading The Deepest Map, how has your understanding of the ocean changed—not just as a 
physical place, but as a space shaped by science, technology, politics, ethics, and human 
ambition? 
 
Which tension in the book (exploration vs. exploitation, curiosity vs. caution, private power vs. 
public good, etc.) stayed with you most, and why? 
 
Is there anything from the book that you plan to incorporate into your classroom (or your life)? 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165482

